CONFEDERACION DE NAGCIONALIDADES INDIGENAS DELECUADOR (GONAIE)

CON}?EDERACIQN DE NACION-
ALIDADES INDIGENAS DEIL ECUA-
DOR (CONAIE). Building on the initiatives
of earfier indigenous organizations, in November
1986 five hundred delegates formed the Confeder-
acién de Nacionalidades Indigenas del Ecuador
(Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecua-
dor; CONAIE) at the Nueva Vida (New Life) camp
outside Quito. Their goal was to combine all indig-
enous peoples into one large pan-Indian movement
to defend indigenous concerns and to agitate for
social, political, and educational reforms. In June
1990 CONAIE emerged at the forefront of a power-
ful indigenous uprising that paralyzed the country
for a week. Since then, the organizadon has led
repeated popular protests for land, economic devel-
opment, education, and recognition of indigenous
nationalities.

See also Indigenismo; Indigenous Organizations. |
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CONFEDERACION DE TRABAJADO-
RES DE AMERICA LATINA (CTAL).
The Confederacién de Trabajadores de América Latina
(CTAL), a regional labor organization, was formed by
union delegates from twelve Latin American nations in
Mexico City in September 1938. Vicente Lombardo
Toledano, the intellectual and Marxist leader of the
Confederacién de Trabajadores de México (CTM),
served as president throughout the life of the organ-
ization. In the context of World War 11, Mexico played
an important ideological role in the effort to create an
international labor confederation. The CTAL sought
to end exploitation of the working class, promote
democracy, obtain political and economic autonomy
for Latin America, and join the popular front move-
ment. against internationat fascism. The CTAL
brought together national labor organizations of
diverse political orientations, including Communists,
socialists, Auténticos, and Apristas. To focus on this
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international effort, in 1941 Lombardo reduced his
involvement with the CTM. By 1944 more than 3.3
million people in sixteen countries were CTAL
members.

The CTAL’s influence and hemispheric labor
unity deteriorated in the postwar and incipient cold
war period. Argentina’s Confederacién General de
Trabajadores (CGT) withdrew in 1944 to create a
rival, Peronist regional labor organization Agrupa-
cién de Trabajadores Latinoamericanos Sindicalistas
(ATLAS). The CGT’s withdrawal and the height-
ened influence of Communists in several national
labor confederations led to Marxist domination by
the time of the CTAL’s December 1944 Congress.
The CTAL joined the leftist World Federation of
Trade Unions (WFTU) in 1945. Noncommunist
labor groups abandoned the CTAL to join the
Confederaciéon Inter-Americana de Trabajadores
(CIT), established in 1948 with support from the
American Federation of Labor. More concerned
with domestic issues, Mexico’s CTM left the CTAL
and expelled Toledano from the CTM in 1948.
CTAL influence waned throughout the 1950s, and
the confederation officially dissolved in 1962.

See also Labor Movements.
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